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Our Mission 

To provide a safe and positive learning environment that provides students with stimulating experiences that encourage educational 

excellence while promoting high self-esteem and respect for the uniqueness of others. 
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Important Dates 
 
DECEMBER 
     15  PTA - Fruit Sale Pickup 7-9 pm 
     16  PTA - Fruit Sale Pickup 10 am-- 1 pm 
23-31  Winter Break – School Closed 
 
A LOOK AHEAD TO JANUARY 
   1  Winter Break – School Closed 
   2  School Reopens  
 15  School Closed, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s Birthday Observed 
 17  PTA General Meeting 6:30 pm 
 18  Winter Concert 
 19  Second Marking Period Ends 
  SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 PM FOR STUDENTS 
  NO PM PREK CLASSES  
26  PTA Snowball  
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

 

 
Dear Cedarmere Families, 

 

Season’s Greetings and Happy Holidays!   

 

May the spirit of the season bring peace and happiness to all of our Cedarmere families.  We are 

fortunate to be a part of a community that celebrates and values many different cultures and customs.   

 

It was wonderful to see so many parents, guardians and grandparents during American Education 

Week.  Thank you for sharing your time with us.  If you were unable to visit, please feel free to visit us 

another time.  We always welcome you at Cedarmere and so do our students.  By visiting, your presence 

sends a strong message to your child that you support him/her; it also shows your child that his/her 

education is very important to you.   

 

We are now almost seven weeks into the second marking period.  I encourage you to work with your 

child to review basic math facts and to read and write on a daily basis.   

 

Thank you for your support and partnership in the education of our children. 

 

Fondly,                                                                                                                                                                               

Laurie Brown 

 
 

 

 
 

School Status Information Line   443-809-5555. 

Please use the resources below for up to date information about closings, delays, cancellations and 

postponements. 

 

Information about school operations is announced publicly as soon as possible on local radio and 
television stations and other media including the Internet.  

 BCPS Now for Android and iOS 

 BCPS Web Home Page links to page displaying emergency announcements 

 BCPS TV, Comcast Cable Channel 73 & Verizon Fios Channel 34 

 BCPS Telephone Information 443-809-5555 

 Local radio and television stations 

 Schools-out.com 

https://www.bcps.org/mobile/


 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We acknowledge birthdays every day at Cedarmere on the morning announcements.  Every child 
receives a birthday sticker.  In order to support a healthy lifestyle and avoid food allergy issues, we ask 
that you refrain from sending in any food for any celebrations.  In order to celebrate your child’s 
birthday or any celebration, please consider “goodies” like pencils, erasers, or stickers.  You may also 
consider donating a book to the classroom library in your child’s honor.  Perhaps a board game or puzzle 
to be played during indoor recess would help the celebration continue throughout the year.  Thank you 
for understanding how important a healthy lifestyle is for our students. 
 
 

Math Homework Helpers 
 

Math Homework Helpers is a LIVE program, staffed by teachers, that is available to help your child with 

their math homework. It airs on WEDNESDAYS from 4:30-5:30 PM on BCPS-TV (Comcast channel 73 or 

Verizon channel 34). Every caller wins a prize and has the opportunity to spin the prize wheel for a 

bonus prize. In order to get through to the show, you must call 410-494-1459 during the scheduled time. 

We hope you take advantage of this program! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
A huge thank you to all those who participated in our Book Fair and our Polar Express Night. Our next 

BIG event, THE SNOWBALL DANCE, will take place on January 26th. All members get in free and non- 

members can pay to come in or become a member.  Look for more information about The Snowball 

Dance. 

 

Our budget is currently looking very slim due to the loss of our November fruit sale. If you have ideas on 

how to increase our budget so that our programs can continue, please contact Summer Quisgard at 

squisgard4@gmail.com . 

 

Thank you to all of our members for the support and we wish everyone safe and Happy Holidays!  
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VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
 
All volunteer training now takes place online, at your own discretion. Every person who plans on 
attending a school field trip or event must be an approved volunteer. Once you complete the online 
training you must print your volunteer application and the certificate of completion and bring it in to 
the main office to Mrs. Millirons. The training only takes about 15 minutes to complete, and must be 
completed every year. Log onto the official Baltimore County Public Schools website, 
http://www.bcps.org.  Locate the “Community” tab under the heading.  Open the community tab and 
scroll down to “Volunteer with BCPS”.  Follow the directions under “Volunteer Instructions”. 
 
 
 

Technology News 

 
Check out our school website for the latest news/events. http://cedarmerees.bcps.org  

 
BCPS NOW MOBILE APP 

 

  Download the FREE BCPS Now app for Android, iPhone and Windows Phone to 

receive the latest operating status announcements, upcoming events, news and 
spotlight information about Baltimore County Public Schools. With BCPS Now 
you'll receive all of this information directly on your smart device as soon as it is 
announced. You can also choose to receive notifications regarding changes in 
BCPS Operating Status, important news and events and disruptions in our online 
instructional resources the moment they are posted.* The app reports the last time 

the information was refreshed on your device to ensure that your connection is active and that you are 
receiving up-to-date information.  

Kathy Biles/ Technology Liaison 
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Virtue for the Month of December:  Acceptance 

 

 

 
     The virtue for the month of December is acceptance.  This is the perfect time of the year to 

encourage our students to accept and appreciate the differences among their classmates.   

     Acceptance is the action or process of being received as adequate or suitable; typically to 

be admitted into a group. We all want to feel welcome and receive a favorable reception into 

any group that we attempt to join.  It could be joining a group at recess to play, sitting with 

classmates at lunch, or being assigned to work in a specific group during a lesson.  With the 

feeling of being accepted by others comes the feeling of happiness.   

     Taking the time to help our students learn to accept and appreciate differences in others at 

this time of the year will help them to continue to be successful in many ways at school and in 

the community.  At home, parents can have meaningful discussions with their children about 

what acceptance means and how they can accomplish this important virtue.  Adults can help to 

model acceptance for their children in all aspects of their life.   

 

 

How will our students show the virtue of acceptance?  How do parents show acceptance?  

Share your thoughts during your next family conversation. 

 

 

Chris Millirons 

School Counselor, cmillirons@bcps.org  

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

The Movement Education Equipment is up and climbing at Cedarmere! Your student has been climbing 

at different levels and completing different challenges; in order to work on muscular endurance and 

strength. We have multiple A-frames, cargo nets, balance beams, planks, and ladders set up in the gym 

for the students to use and climb on. As safety is a huge concern while using the equipment, I ask you to 

be sure that your student is wearing tennis shoes on days that he/she has physical education. Students 

have been told that if they want to bring in shoes and change before class they can do so.  I appreciate 

your help and support.  As always, we are looking to make this our best year yet! 

 

Your PE Teacher, 

Vincent Crocker 

 

 

 

NURSE’S CORNER  
 

 

 

 
 

December Healthy Notes 

Healthy Notes from Nurse Kick 

 

Pediculosis (Head Lice) Facts 

 

As the weather turns cold and we have to be closer to each other and remain indoors remember that 

germs and illnesses are not the only thing to watch for!  

  

As with any contagious illness; please call to consult with the school nurse if you suspect or if your 

child has pediculosis before your child returns to school so that the situation is managed appropriately 

and confidentially.  

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://danverspublicschools.org/dhs/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2014/09/nursing-clipart-dTrL7aaT9.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://danverspublicschools.org/dhs/blog/&h=220&w=185&tbnid=8lrl741H9r9tTM:&zoom=1&q=nurse clipart&docid=7zUU1O1iMcImQM&ei=eHuIVLTOCevIsAT1qYDwAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CBsQMygTMBM4yAE&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=658&page=7&start=212&ndsp=35


Research indicates that 82% of student’s identified with nits only don’t develop into live lice and very 

close contact is required for infestation to occur. Nursing intervention is focused upon the screening of 

close contacts and the proper treatment/monitoring of those affected. This method better addresses 

the specific needs of each child/family in order to minimize absences and disruption to their educational 

program. 

 

What to look for: 

Lice are tiny gray, brownish- black colored insects that crawl; they can’t fly or jump. They only survive for 

48 hours without a warm person to live on. Pets don’t catch lice. 

 

Lice eggs or “nits” are tiny, tear dropped shaped, whitish-gray in color and firmly attached to the hair. 

The nits will turn brown as get ready to hatch in 10-14 days and must be removed with a special comb. 

Dandruff is bright white, various shapes/sizes and easily falls out of your hair when touched/combed 

with a regular brush.  

 

How do you catch lice? 

They are spread by very close contact with a person who has pediculosis. Either thru direct head to head 

contact with an affected person or sharing other items that come in contact with their head. This 

includes anything made of fabric: pillows, bedding, stuffed animals, hats, wigs, helmets (if not cleaned 

between each person), combs, head phones with foam, sofas/chairs, car seats and carpets. Piling up or 

hanging coats and/or other clothing and/or personal items can result in infestations. 

They can’t live on plastic/vinyl surfaces for long since they need to be warm and can’t attach their eggs. 

 

Treatment: 

This involves using a lice killing shampoo or gel that can be bought at a store. Proper cleaning of the 

home and removal of all the nits. 

 

Prevention is the key.  

Reinforce with your child the importance of not sharing clothing or items used on the head.  

Periodically check your child’s hair; especially before and after sleepovers, camping trips or other 

activities involving close contact.  

 

 

 
 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

Earn cash for our school! 

Save your box tops and send them to school. 

 

Clip Box Tops from hundreds of participating brands.  The Box Tops will be collected in every classroom 

and each quarter the two classes with the most Box Tops will win a prize.  It is so easy for our school to 

earn additional funds for our children.  

 



1. Clip Box Tops from Hundreds of your favorite products.  Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for our 
school.  Some are worth more.  

2. Send the Box Tops to school with your child and they can deposit them in a collection bag in 
each classroom.  The Box Tops are collected throughout the year and sent to Box Tops for 
Education. 

3. Twice a year, Box tops for Education will send our school a check. 
4. We collect Box Tops all year long.  Also save them over the summer and send them to school in 

September.   
 

Visit boxtops4education.com for more information. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Chris Millirons, School Counselor. 

cmillirons@bcps.org 

 
 

      

 

 
 
 
The Lost and Found is located outside of the cafeteria.  Please check this area if your child is missing a 
jacket, sweatshirt, gloves, etc.  There are many nice articles of clothing, as well as other items.  Every 
quarter we donate the articles, so soon all of the items will be gone. 
 

 
 

VISITORS 

“The safety of all students and staff in Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) is of utmost 
importance to all of us. Our school, as well as all Baltimore County Schools, is utilizing a visitor 
check-in system. The system is called V-soft by Raptor otherwise known as Raptor. The information 
collected will not be shared outside of the school and is stored on a secure server.  
When you visit our school for the first time, you will be asked to present government issued photo 
identification (ID) or a driver’s license to a staff member in our main office. The ID will be scanned 
and your photo, name, and date of birth will be extracted. This information will be utilized to log you 
in and compare your information against the national sexual offender database. Once your ID is 
scanned and you are cleared, a visitor pass will be printed for you. You must wear your ID in a visible 
location while in the building. You will need only to show your ID on future visits. You are to check 
out with the office staff upon completion of your business so that we know you are no longer in the 
building.  
If you do not want your ID scanned, the only alternative to this process is to allow staff to see your 
ID to verify your name and date of birth so that this information can be manually entered into the 
system. This method does not store information. Therefore, you must go through this process each 
time you visit the school. If you refuse to show your ID, you will be denied access to the school.  



If you are matched to any of the National Sex Offender Registry, you will be denied access to the 
school. Only the principal can override this decision and identify conditions under which you may 
visit.  
Your assistance in keeping our students and staff safe is appreciated.” 

 

 
 
 

SMOKING 
 

Baltimore County Public Schools is committed to providing a healthy, comfortable, and productive 
environment for its students and employees. The use of tobacco in any form in the school building, on 
school property (including the parking lot), and at school-sponsored functions (including field trips) is 
prohibited at all times. 

 

 
 
 

THE PANTHER PAW NEWSLETTER  
 

The Panther Paw Newsletter will be published once a month on the second Wednesday of every month. 
It will contain a calendar of events for that month and the following month as well as other important 
information concerning our school.  We encourage you to read the newsletter and post the calendars on 
your refrigerator to refer to them throughout the month.  In our effort to go green and reduce the 
amount of paper we use, we are planning to send our newsletters electronically through your email 
address if provided to the school, and our school website http://cedarmerees.bcps.org. 
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Reisterstown United Methodist Church  

308 Main Street  

Food Pantry Hours: 

Weds. 6 to 8 pm 
Saturdays 9 am to noon 

 
Food Pantry Guidelines: 

1. Serving Residents of Reisterstown, Owings Mills, Glyndon, and Finksburg -      

ID is required. 

2. One food bag per month per family. 

3. Wawa items and Panera bread are available any Weds. and Saturdays 

depending upon quantity. 

4. Gently used clothing and household items are free “as needed”. 

5. Do not park in the eye doctor’s lot,  

in the grass, or along the driveway. 

When the parking lot is full, please park behind the main church.  

 

The First Half Hour is when the food pantry is the most crowded.  If you do 

not want to wait in a line – consider coming during the second hour we are 

open. We will only let in 4 people at a time due to the size of the room – regardless 

of rain, heat or cold. Please be considerate of our volunteers and each other. 

 
Church Office:  
(410)833-5440 

246 Main St.    Reisterstown, MD 21136 

www.rumcweb.org 
 

 
 
 
 
Community Luncheon:  

Join us for a free hot lunch on the first Saturday of every month in our hall 

located in the rear of our main church building.  Serving from 11:30am - 
1:00pm 
  

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.rumcweb.org/


The Son’s Kitchen – Free Lunch  
3rd Saturday of the month - 1:30-1:00 pm 

The Reisterstown Baptist Church      
25 East Chestnut Hill Lane  

(410)833-0149  
     ******************************************** 
Mission of Mercy -   Offers medical and dental care (limited to the first 5 

clients) to adults and children with no insurance: Meets at RUMC on the 

second and fourth Tuesday of the month in our fellowship hall – off the back 

parking lot and through the double glass doors.  

Call (410)980-4199 for more information – you must leave a brief message and 

your number and they will call you back.  

Community Crisis Center – serving residents of Reisterstown, Owings Mills, 

and Glyndon.  410-526-7111 
725 Main Street, Reisterstown 21136 
Mon 5-7 pm, Tues–Fri 10 am–12:30, Sat 10-12 

 

Alpha Pregnancy Center – (410)833-7993 
 

His Hands and Feet Homeless Ministry  Reisterstown United Methodist 

Church 
308 Main Street, Reisterstown, MD  21136 

Serves Reisterstown, Glyndon, Owings Mills and Finksburg 
Contact Linda Finley at lindafinley@verizon.net 

 
Showers & Food; Clothing and blankets as available Thursdays 10am – Noon 

Wawa Sandwiches and Panera Bread available Wed.6-8 pm; Sat. 9-Noon. 
 

Need immediate help? Call 211 24 hrs./7 days 
If you cannot reach 211, call (410)685-0525 in the Greater Baltimore area or                
Contact the Community Crisis Center         (410)526-7111 (for food and other 

assistance) Mon.5-7 pm. Tues. thru Fri. 10am-12:30 pm 
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 Technology News 
 
 
FAMILY TIP SHEET 

Common Sense on 
Digital Life 
 

What’s the Issue? 
We may think of our kids’ online, mobile, and technological activities as “digital life,” but to them, it’s just 
part of life. Their world is as much about creating media as it is about consuming it. Media devices have 
converged and become extremely powerful and portable. Phones aren’t simply for phone calls anymore 
but for listening to music, sending texts, filming videos, snapping and sharing photos, and accessing the 
Internet. Our kids use their computers to do their homework, but they also use them to socialize, stream 
video, and create movies and songs. And they can connect and communicate 24/7 from just about any 
location. 

Why Does It Matter? 
We want our kids to make good decisions so they can take advantage of the powerful technology that fills 
their lives. But in order to make good choices, kids must know how the digital world works. The very 
nature of the constantly connected culture means kids must understand the concept of privacy, so that 
what they post and create won’t hurt or embarrass them at some point in the future. The fact that much of 
digital communication is anonymous means that consequences can be separated from actions, which can 
lead to irresponsible or disrespectful behavior. Much of the task of childhood and adolescence involves 
figuring out who you are. But in digital life, anything said or posted can live on indefinitely and create 
undesired consequences. 
The stakes are high because our kids’ technological abilities can be greater than their maturity and 
judgment. Having unrestricted access to information and people can result in gaining a wealth of 
information and experiences. But it can also mean accessing inappropriate contact and content. The 
difference between a great experience and an iffy one lies in the decisions kids make. Just as kids learn to 
eat properly, swim safely, or drive a car carefully, they need to know how to live in the digital world 
responsibly and respectfully. Their ultimate success depends on their abilities to use digital media to 
create, collaborate, and communicate well with others. Those who master these skills in using digital tools 
will be able to harness the digital world’s awesome power. 

common sense says 
Teach kids the skills they need to use technology wisely and well. It’s hard to be a gatekeeper in a 
world with no fences. Parents have little control over the flow of information to their kids, who see too 
much, too soon. We no longer hear conversations or see what our kids create and share with others. Since 
we cannot cover their eyes, or shadow them everywhere they go, we need to teach them how to behave 
responsibly in the digital world. 
Keep an open mind. We don’t see the world the way our kids do. And we don’t help our kids when we 
judge their lives through the lens of a non-digital world. It’s important for us to understand that our kids 
will spend much of their lives in a connected world, where everyone creates and communicates. 
Don’t be afraid. Parents can’t afford to be technophobic. Our kids adopt technologies faster than we do. 
That means they’re often way out in front of us. This fact can upset the parent-child relationship. So get in 
the game Have your kids show you how to do something online if you don’t already know. 
 

Share wisdom. Kids often don’t understand the implications of their actions. But we do. So we have to 
remember to extend our basic parenting wisdom to the digital world. We teach kids to choose their words 
carefully, play nicely with others, and respect their teachers. Now we have to extend those lessons to a 
vast, invisible world. 
Pass along your values. One of the most important jobs of parenting is instilling in your kids the values 
you cherish. But in a digital world where actions are often divorced from consequences, where kids can be 



anonymous, and where they aren’t face to face with the people they communicate with, they can lose their 
way. As parents, we have to be able to translate our values into the digital world and help kids understand 
the implications of their actions. 
Seek balance. It’s hard to know how much freedom to give kids. We want them to explore, enjoy, 
communicate, and create. We also want to be sure they are protected, or know how to protect themselves. 
If our kids are going to thrive with digital media, we must balance the negative with the positive, privacy 
with protection. As our children grow, they need more independence and privacy. But parents have to be 
sure their kids know how to be safe and responsible before letting them loose. Kids need to see both the 
possibilities and the perils of digital life, so they can act responsibly and seize all that is wondrous about 
digital media to enrich their lives. 
 



 


